
 

 

For immediate release       Press statement 

MALAYSIAN IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY CALL FOR NO TOTAL 

LOCKDOWN ON ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES BUT SUPPORT STRICTER SOP 

IMPOSITION TO CURB THE SURGING COVID-19 CASES  

 
 Kuala Lumpur, May 19, 2021 - The spike of Covid-19 infections since last month has been 

staggering and alarming to the nation. It was recorded with numerous clusters in various states 

and districts. As a result, the Government has inevitably declared the third nationwide 

Movement Control Order (MCO) in an announcement by the Prime Minister, YAB Tan Sri 

Muhyiddin Yassin, on 10 May 2021.  

The Malaysian Iron & Steel Industry Federation (MISIF), which represents the whole value 

chain of the iron and steel products manufacturers, urges the Government not to implement a 

full lockdown in the effort to fight the pandemic. A full lockdown will severely impair the 

economic sectors, as this would have a detrimental impact on the economy and further stifle 

economic recovery. Most economic activities are not permitted in the event of a full lockdown. 

MISIF believes there are other effective ways to contain the spread of Covid-19 while 

preserving the economic activities and the recovery plan.  

In view of various public opinions on the lockdown imposition, MISIF opposes the full lockdown 
idea for Selangor nor the whole nation, as reported in the news, while the industry recognises 
the need for stricter measures to be implemented. 
 
While we acknowledge the urgent need to ensure the safety of the workplace and employees’ 
living quarters and strict adherence to the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), MISIF 
strongly urges the Government to evaluate below recommendations by the industry federation 
on implementing stricter SOPs for the MCO 3.0  
 

i. First and foremost, assure the business entity and financial market that there will be 
no total lockdown, whether nationwide or in states with high infection rates, such as 
Selangor, to keep business confidence.  

ii. Allow the economic sectors to operate while instituting stricter SOPs to quickly reduce 
the infection rates break the chain of transmission such as:  

• Stricter restrictions on people’s mobility of people and encouragement to stay 
home;  

• Practice full Work From Home (WFH) for those companies that are able to and 
have the requisite support facilities to do so.  

iii. Maintain the pace of the economic recovery plan by providing necessary aids, 
including the loan moratorium, wage subsidy programme, financing assistance, 
reduction in business costs such as utility costs, statutory contributions, financing rates, 
etc to the industries that are still severely impacted by the MCO 3.0 and Covid-19 
pandemic.  

 



 
 

 

iv. Accelerate the immunisation programme to achieve herd immunity by promoting 
vaccination programme to the economic sectors and participation to the economic 
frontline workers to support the Government to achieve herd immunity.  

 

As an industry federation, MISIF is set to support the Government in fighting the pandemic 
while preserving the economic sector as the key factor for the nation’s development.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

About MISIF 

MISIF is the national industry association for manufacturers of iron and steel products. MISIF was 

officially registered in the year of 1981 to promote the Malaysian steel industry domestically and 

internationally. The members of MISIF engage in the whole value chain of iron and steel products, 

which comprise the upstream, mid-stream and downstream sectors. To date, MISIF has a total of 127 

iron and steel companies that are registered as a member of MISIF. MISIF is actively serving as a 

channel of communication between the industry and the Government to promote the sustainability 

and continuity of the iron and steel businesses. 
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