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Berita MISIF Editorial Committee 

Embracing the New 
Normal in MISIF  
 
In tandem with the government’s 6R-
approach to combat challenges brought 
by the COVID-19, MISIF’s office is open 
and operation has been gradually 
resumed since 4th May 2020. The 
business hours are as usual, which is 
from 8.30 am to 5.30 pm.  
 
As the entire society is preparing to 
embrace the new normal amidst the 
infectivity of the COVID-19 virus that is 
still detrimental to the social economy, 
the Secretariat is also practising a safe 
and preventive administration at work. 
The new normal pivoted on the safety 
and health SOP (standard operating 
procedure), which becomes crucial for a 
company to practise and reduce the risk 
of COVID-19 infection within the 
working environment.  
 
In this regard, MISIF has mapped out an 
apt SOP to resume operations, which 
concerns the safety and health matters 
of the employees and visitors within the 

premise. The SOP conforms with the 
published guidelines by the authorities on 
the website of Majlis Keselamatan Negara. 
It encompasses some fundamental 
principles including but not limited to 
applying the face mask, keeping social 
distancing, practising flexitime to prevent 
the office from overcrowded, maintaining 
office and staff hygiene, etc.  
 
MISIF also encourages meeting and other 
business activities to be arranged virtually 
to minimise physical contact and online 
communication between members and the 
Secretariat in accordance with the practice 
of social distancing.  
 
While MISIF and the rest are conforming to 
the ways of working in the new normal, the 
Secretariat is prepared to assist members 
optimally. All channels of online 
communication are resumed and available, 
as ever, for members to link up with MISIF’s 
personnel. Rest assured, MISIF stands up 
for the members to promote the iron and 
steel industry in concert.  

MISIF  will  hold  its  
40th Annual General  
Meeting  (AGM)   on  12 
August 2020 at 12.00 
noon. 

 

In light of the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
MISIF may be required 
to hold a  Virtual AGM  
in lieu of  a physical 
meeting, in which 
members   will    be  no-
tified of  the meeting. 
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2020 SEAISI e-Conference 
 
South East Asia Iron and Steel Institute (SEAISI) held 
their 2020 e-conference from  30 June – 2 July 2020 
conducted on Zoom Webinar. 
 
Mr Win Viriyaprapaikit, Chairman of SEAISI and CEO 
of Sahaviriya Steel Industries, Thailand gave the open-
ing speech to a total of  373 participants at the e-
conference.   
 
MISIF as a National Committee of SEAISI played a 
part to invite MISIF members and various stakehold-
ers such as government authorities to join the SEAISI 
e-conference. 
 
The event covered the following topics: 
 

• Regional Developments; 

• Market Perspectives and Challenges; 

• 10 Country Reports across APAC region; 

• Plenary Session on “Changes in Economic Model: 
What can Steel Industry Do to Adapt to the  
COVID-19 Impacts 

 
During the e-conference, each member country repre-
sentatives of SEAISI  presented a country report at the 
e-conference.  Malaysia was represented by MISIF 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mr. Vincent Choong 
who presented an  update on iron and steel industry in 
Malaysia. 

MISIF’s New CEO 
Joins in the 
Business 

MISIF newly appointed 
CEO, Vincent Choong has 
joined the MISIF’s office 
since February 2020.  
 
A concise background about him. With his academic 
background in engineering discipline and hands-on 
experience in business management, he has signed up 
for various managerial roles in different sectors 
throughout his career path thus far. He gained 
extensive business exposures through the nuances of 
different sectors, such as education, training and 
development, financial planning, and professional 
body. His experience in coordinating the operation of a 
non-governmental organisation is built on his 
endeavours with numerous stakeholders that shared 
common interests, which also comprises working 
closely with the policy makers to support national 
economic development.  
 
MISIF envisages having a promising next chapter for 
the members with an effective team that works afresh. 
Surely, the new management will revitalise MISIF’s 
operation and forge more synergies that benefit MISIF 
members and the stakeholders at large. Readers of 
Berita MISIF and members are welcome to get in touch 
with the new CEO via email (vincent@misif.org.my) to 
explore more collaboration opportunities.  

MISIF in MCO  
 

COVID-19 pandemic has instigated various aspects of disturbance on a global 

scale. Malaysia imposed a strict movement control order (MCO) since 18th March 

2020.  The impacts of the MCO and the pandemic were seemingly damaging to 

the socio-economic. Fortunately, the government has revealed its 6R-approach 

to remedy the calamity of COVID-19 pandemic, which comprises Resolve, Resili-

ence, Restart, Recovery, Revitalise and Reform.  

 

Throughout these precarious times, MISIF has relentlessly championed the inter-

ests of its members and participated in a series of dialogues with the authorities 

to provide sensible inputs in shaping policies to overcome the calamity and cush-

ion the impediment of economy stoppage.  

 

In the wake of the MCO, MISIF has been invited to join the closed industry group 

to provide essential inputs to the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 

(MITI) for the industry to hold out against operation interruptions from the ruling. 

Many essential inputs were collectively submitted to support the government 

initiatives of MCO while keeping the interest of MISIF’s members at large. In this 

regard, MISIF has promulgated a pertinent guideline for its members to prepare 

an operation SOP to expedite the operation restart. In the third phase of the 

MCO, MISIF assisted to provide information for the operation of the MITI’s CIMS 

2.0 system in getting the iron and steel fraternity to restart via approval.  

 

MISIF also proposed 12 possible schemes to the Malaysian Investment Develop-

ment Authority (MIDA) on the stimulus package to alleviate damage to the in-

dustry at the very beginning stage of the MCO. MISIF had been receptive to 

members’ feedbacks during the MCO(s) period and conveyed the essential mes-

sages to relevant stakeholders, such as requesting for additional energy cost 

relief, extension of expiry date in duty exemption approval, and joint submission 

of memorandum with the rest of the NFOs; to name a few.  

 

Such submissions had gotten acknowledgement and some government authori-

ties’ incentives were announced in the interest of the iron and steel industry such 

as the reduction of Certificate of Approval fee from the Construction Industry 

Development Board (CIDB). 

 

In light of the member’s interest, the efforts perpetuated. The members of MISIF 

Council have contributed their efforts and works tremendously to ensure the iron 

and steel industry is sustainable amid the imposition of the MCO.  

SEAISI  Statistical  and  Economic Committee 
Meeting 
 

SEAISI held the 28th Statistical and Economic Committee virtual meeting on 5 

May 2020.  The meeting was chaired by Ms. Pichsini Tepa-Apirak, Senior Tech-

nical Manager of SEAISI and attended by representatives from Indonesia, Singa-

pore, Thailand, Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia and World Steel Association (WSA).   

 

During the meeting, each member country presented   their report based on the 

country’s economic performance, status and outlook of the steel industry and 

challenges faced by the industry.  Ms. Rahana Mustaffa of the MISIF Secretariat 

presented Malaysia’s Country Report.    

 

The meeting raised the following for discussion: 

 

• Steel Demand Forecast; 

• New investment projects and investment on Induction Furnace in ASEAN 

countries; 

• Trade measures imposed by and to ASEAN countries; 

• Improvement of Statistical Data. 

mailto:vincent@misif.org.my
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MISIF Webinar Session  
 

Challenges arising from the spread of COVID-19 and Move-

ment Control Order (MCO) had provided MISIF the opportuni-

ty to adopt technology to reach out to members. 

 

With the support of Nickel Institute (NI) and the International 

Molybdenum Association (IMOA), MISIF organized the first 

webinar on “Introduction to Corrosion Properties of Stainless 

Steel and Nickel Alloys” on 3 June 2020.  
 

The webinar session was attended by 50 participants and 

presented by Dr Graham Sussex, Technical Specialist and NI 

Consultant.   

 

Dr Graham’s presentation emphasized the following topics:  
• The differences between stainless steel and nickel alloy 

families; 

• Corrosion in aqueous environments:  

• Localized crevices or pits and controlling factors; 

• General chemical corrosion and how to describe it;  

• Stress corrosion cracking and the differences from fatigue; 

• Microbial effects and when they may occur; 

• Micro and (rarely) macro galvanic effects; 

• Stray currents and how bad they can be; 

• How to reduce the risk of corrosion. 

 

MISIF had been collaborating with Nickel Institute and IMOA 

for many years in conducting many workshops and courses 

related to stainless steel. This was part of MISIF’s continuous 

effort to promote wider applications for stainless steels as a 

material.  In the next few months, MISIF would be conducting 

more online courses for members and we look forward to 

receiving members support. 

MISIF  Holds 2nd Dialogue with Perodua 
 

Following the dialogue held with Perodua on 6 September 2019, MISIF 

held the second dialogue session with Perodua on 23 June 2o2o in MISIF 

Training Room, Shah Alam, Selangor.  

 

Representatives from the MISIF Cold Rolled Coil (CRC) Group and MISIF 

Steel Service Centre Group who had dealings with Perodua attended the 

session to discuss issues related to import duty exemption, local materi-

als trial development and to be updated on localization road map. 

 

Mr. Loke Kin Leong, Chairman of MISIF Steel Service Centre Group led 

the discussion for MISIF while Perodua was led by En. Borhan Din, Senior 

General Manager of Procurement & Vendor Management.   

 

Moving forward, MISIF would continue to hold  discussions with Perodua 

to realize the localisation roadmap for the automotive sector. 

MISIF and Perodua representatives at the dialogue session. 

MISIF Regional Branches AGM 
 

MISIF regional branches held their respective annual general meetings 

(AGM) as follows: 

• The Southern Region Branch 6th Annual General Meeting was suc-

cessfully held on 26 June 2020 via virtual meeting using Microsoft 

Teams from Simpang Renggam, Johor. A total of seven southern 

region branch company representatives joined the online meeting. 

Mr. Mohammed Benjamin Sadir Mohammed, Southern Region 

Branch Chairman chaired the meeting. 

• Sarawak Regional Branch 5th Annual General Meeting was success-

fully held on 1 July 2020 via virtual meeting using Zoom from Ku-

ching, Sarawak. A total of five company representatives attended the 

meeting chaired by Mr. Victor Hii, Chairman of Sarawak Regional 

Branch. 

• Northern Region Branch 7th Annual General Meeting was successful-

ly held on 6 July 2020 via virtual meeting using Microsoft Teams from 

Sungai Bakap, Penang. A total of seven southern region branch com-

pany representatives joined the online meeting chaired by Mr. Yeoh 

Cheng Chye, Chairman of Northern Branch. 

• The Central Region would be holding their 6th Annual General Meet-

ing on 10 July 2020 at 10.30 am in the MISIF Training Room, Shah 

Alam Selangor.  For details on the meeting, kindly contact the MISIF 

Secretariat. 

Forthcoming MISIF Webinar 
Courses 
 
1. Finishes and Their Applications for 

Stainless Steels 
  Date:  21 July 2020 

 Platform: Online via Zoom 
 Time: 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 

 Speaker: Dr. Graham Sussex  (Nickel 
Institute) 

2. Pickling, Passivation, Cleaning and  
Maintenance  of Stainless Steel 

 Date: 28 July 2020 
 Platform: Online via Zoom 
 Time:   10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 
 Speaker: Dr. Graham Sussex  (Nickel  Institute) 

New Members - Ordinary 

Astino Metal Industries Sdn Bhd 
Location:   Lot 1499 (Lot Baru 10030) & 1500, MK 11, Jalan 
Changkat, 14300 Nibong Tebal, Penang 
 
Products Manufactured:  Metal roofing sheets and other 
building related products 

Tashin Steel Sdn Bhd 
Location:  Plot 40, Lorong Perusahaan Maju 7, Kawasan 

Perusahaan 4, 13600 Prai, Penang 
 

Products Manufactured:  Manufacturing and trading of 

steel products 

Scan to 

register / for 

further 

details. 


