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Gong Xi  Fa Cai 

MITI Consultative Dialogue 2019 :  “Rebuilding Malaysia 

Together –  Strengthening Synergies  Between  the 

Government & Industries”  

Further to the launching of the MITI Consultative Dialogue 

on 12 September 2019 by YB Minister MITI and the subse-

quent one month engagement by MITI senior officials with 

Associations/Chambers that submitted memorandums, 

MITI invited MISIF to  the MITI Consultative Dialogue 2019 

on 15 October 2019.     

 

Emphasizing the theme “Rebuilding Malaysia Together – 

Strengthening Synergies between the Government & In-

dustries”, the dialogue session was chaired by YB Datuk 

Darell Leiking.   

 

In relation to that, a Special Dialogue Session with several 

other Ministers in attendance to address cross Ministerial 

issues was held on 16 October 2019.   

 

MISIF submitted a memorandum which included the fol-

lowing issues: 

● Overcapacity/Underutilise capacity; 

● Lack of incentives for industry consolidation; 

● Review policy or procedures that may weaken our 

competitiveness; unfriendly toward export-oriented 

industry, and that potentially impede industry growth 

and expansion; 

● Pressure of rising cost that weaken our competitive-

ness further; 

● Circumvention and Trade Measures; 

● Stagnating/Declining domestic demand.  

Participants at the dialogue session. 
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New Industrial Master Plan  
MISIF  participated in a series of lab sessions/
workshops  in October/November to deliberate  on 
the direction and framework of the New Industrial 
Master Plan (IMP). 
 
The Third Industrial Master Plan (IMP3) was 
introduced in 2006 to position Malaysia’s long term 
industrial competitiveness up to the year 2020. MITI 
is in the midst of drafting the New Industrial Master 
Plan (IMP) for the period of 2021-2030 that will chart 
the future direction of industrial development in 
Malaysia. 
 
The Plan is also expected to outline strategies and 
contain actionable measures to achieve 
development targets and manage the impact of 
transition to changing trends and new technologies.   
 
The first Trade Working Group meeting for the new 
IMP was held on 25 October 2019 and chaired by 
Dato’ Sri Norazman Ayob, Deputy Secretary 
General (Trade) of MITI,  Datuk Wan Latiff Wan 
Musa, Chief Executive Officer of MATRADE and Tan 
Sri Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, President of Federation of 
Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM).    
 
A total of 32 issues and challenges were raised 
during the meeting. Subsequently, the issues and 
challenges raised were ranked and prioritized 
according to clusters. Seven (7) clusters were 
proposed namely, Market Access, Collaboration, 
High-Value Export, Trade/Business Ecosystem, 
Sectoral/Industry Issues, Human Capital 
Development/Education and Others.  
 
As a way forward, a Lab Session with private and 
public sector as well as relevant stakeholders under 
Trade Working Group was conducted on 21 and 22 
November 2019 to discuss and address the issues 
and challenges related to trade.  
 
The main objectives of the Lab are: 

• to brainstorm and to address issues between 
the public and private sector; 

• to discuss and formulate strategies based on 
the clusters; and 

• to rank and to prioritize issues that would be 
the basis for an effective framework to draft 
the New IMP. 

 
In relation to this, MITI organized the WG 
Manufacturing Product Identification Workshop  on 
26 November 2019 in MITI, Kuala Lumpur with the 
following objectives: 
● to set the parameters within the value chain 

of each sub-sector; 
● to map products and processes in the value 

chain; and 
● to identify each production 

capacity/capability. 
 

MITI would consolidate the inputs from the lab 
sessions/workshop and provide the draft report for 
comments/further inputs.  

 

Consultation Session with Industries on the Review 
of Non-Tariff Measures Under MITI 
Under the Malaysia Productivity blueprint, there were 6 immediate priority 

activities which among others was to remove Non-Tariff Measures (NTMS) that 

impede business growth and improve efficiency of the logistics sector. 

 

Given that Malaysia was involved heavily on both internal and external trade, 

trade flows between nodes and modes must be efficient in facilitating the 

country’s export activities.  

 

With the country moving towards a vision to become an advanced economy and 

inclusive nation by the year 2020, restructuring of Non-Tariff Measures (NTMS) 

would be a strong enabler for trade by ensuring streamlined processes for export 

and import regulations. 

 

In this regard, MISIF together with industry related associations attended a 

consultation session to review the effectiveness of NTMS implementation under 

MITI, particularly in terms of the cost compliance and procedural. The session was 

held on 19 November 2019 in One World Hotel, Bandar Utama City Centre, 

Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 

 

Representatives from various associations and government agencies at the lab sessions 

During Q & A session and view of the function room. 
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STECO members with Mr Adam Szewczyk and Dr. Eldar Askerov of World Steel 

Association (WSA) .  

SEAISI 27th Statistics and Economic 

Committee Meeting and 2nd WSA 

Workshop on Steel Demand and 

Forecast 
The 27th Statistics and Economic Committee (STECO) 

meeting and 2nd WSA workshop were held on 27 

November 2019 in the Ritz-Carlton, Jakarta, Indonesia. 

The meetings were chaired by Ms. Pichsini of SEAISI and 

attended by representatives from Indonesia, Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia and World 

Steel Association (WSA). Cik Rahana from the MISIF 

Secretariat represented MISIF at the meeting and 

workshop. 

 

One of the main agenda of the STECO meeting was to 

improve information accuracy mainly from ASEAN 

countries. STECO committee member were requested to 

update on new investment/expansion project and on 

trade and non-tariff measures of their respective country. 

Problems on data collections were also discussed at the 

meeting. 

 

Dr. Eldar Askerov and Mr Adam Szewczyk, 

representatives from WSA shared a presentation on Short 

Range Outlook (SRO) followed by a short country 

presentations of member countries.  

 

The WSA workshop on demand and forecasting was 

successfully held with active participation and discussion 

from member countries.  The main agenda discussed 

during the WSA workshop are: 

● SWIP methodology, role of steel using sectors in 

ASEAN; 

● Components of SWIP: availability and quality of 

information in ASEAN region; 

● Country by country SWIP estimation: 

 Availability of indicators; 

 Trends in SWIP components and members’ view 

on quality of indicators for steel demand. 

● Steel demand forecast prospects for ASEAN 

countries; 

● Issues of Steel Statistics; 

 Steel statistics in Worldsteel: core indicators,  

 Problems of data collection in selected regions 

 Steel statistic in ASEAN countries.  

 

WSA shared their experiences and expertise on 

forecasting method and presented country by country 

(ASEAN) SWIP estimation. Ms. Pichsini also presented a 

case study of Thailand using SWIP estimation 

methodology.  

 

As a way forward, it was agreed to have two STECO 

meetings annually, in May and November to coincide with 

the SEAISI Forum. 

Dato’ Lim Hong Thye presenting a token 

of appreciation to Mr. Tan Ah Yong. 

Farewell Lunch for 
Mr. Tan Ah Yong 
After 13 years of service with 

SEAISI, Mr. Tan Ah Yong 

retired as Secretary General in 

October this year.   

 

MISIF Council gave Mr. Tan an 

appreciation lunch on 30 

October 2019 at Grand 

Dorsett, Subang Jaya and 

took the opportunity to 

welcome  Mr. Yeoh Wee Jin, 

Mr. Tan’s successor. 

 

MISIF wishes Mr. Tan a Happy 

and Healthy Retirement and 

looks forward to working with 

Mr. Yeoh.   

Mr. Ronald Magsajo presented the Philippines’s country report at the STECO 

meeting 
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2019 MISIF Trade Forum  
MISIF held the 2019 Trade Forum on 24 October 2019 at Sunway 
Resort Hotel & Spa, Bandar Sunway, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.   
 
Over 200 participants and guests from the financial sector, capital 
market, manufacturers, government, and members of the media 
attended this biennial trade forum. 
 
Promoting the theme “Malaysian Steel Industry at the Crossroads of 
Change”, the forum was declared open by Dr. Ong Kian Ming, 
Deputy Minister of International Trade and Industry. 
 
In his address, Dr. Ong said that the iron and steel sector remained 
an important sector, providing raw materials and components not 
only for the construction industry, but also for the manufacture of 
various high-end products.  With the prolonged trade war, Dr Ong 
said that even China recognised that it cannot retain its 
comparative advantage if they do not diversify. Chinese 
investments were riding the wave of opportunity by looking at 
investing in South East Asia with manufacturing capabilities to 
expand their businesses. Although some might consider this as an 
unfair advantage, the Deputy Minister viewed that they brought  
with them lessons to be learned. Investment in high technology was 
crucial to keep manufacturing costs low; improve productivity and 
diversify product offered catered to consumers’ trend of 
customisation. 
 
Dr. Ong commented that with increasing trends of trade barriers 
and protectionist measures invoked by major trading countries, 
current policy measures were to address structural challenges with 
diverse players in the market.  Taking cognisance of this scenario, 
he informed that MITI tasked the industry to produce the White 
Paper for the Iron and Steel industry,  charting the direction of the 
industry for the next years.  MITI had developed a framework of 
actions where some short term measures would be instituted to 
ease the uncertainties faced by the industry while undertaking due 
diligence process in line with both the 12th Malaysia Plan and the 
new Industrial Masterplan under MITI. 
 
Dr. Ong also informed of some positive developments led by 
industry, particularly the Localisation Roadmap initiative between 
local steel mills, steel service centres, coaters and local car 
automakers. He applauded this industry-driven initiative led by 
MISIF and  would like to see similar programmes being proposed 
and undertaken in other high-end sectors as well, for example, in 
the shipbuilding and aerospace industries. The Deputy Minister 
viewed that such open dialogues between different manufacturing 

sub-sectors with iron and steel players orchestrated by MISIF 
must be further intensified.  
 
Dr. Ong viewed that the role of MISIF as a major iron and steel 
sector association in bringing together its members of diverse 
segments across various sub-sectors remained crucial so that 
policy implementation by the Government was all-
encompassing. He then urged MISIF to  constantly have its ears 
on the ground and keep apprised of Government’s latest 
initiatives, either within the confines of MITI or those under other 
Ministries, in order to work together towards a common vision of 
shared prosperity. 
 
At this juncture where industry opined that the Malaysian Steel 
Industry is at the Crossroads of Change, Dr. Ong stressed that it 
must change for the better. Long term sustainability could only 
be maintained if the private sector members were willing to 
undertake the necessary changes, facilitated by government 
policy; both sides need to make good of their promises in 
delivering a resilient steel industry.  In concluding his remarks, he 
remarked that external challenges would  remain on the horizon, 
hence, continued consultative dialogues with participants was 
something MITI remain committed to.  
 
MISIF President, Dato’ Lim Hong Thye in his welcoming remarks 
hoped that the subdued market would turn optimistic, lifted 
upwards by the stimulus as announced in Budget 2020, which 
would help boost the demand for steel products and generate 
positive outlook for the local steel industry. Dato’ Lim viewed 
that key projects such as the Mass Rapid Transit 2, Klang Valley 
Double Track project and Pan Borneo Highway; expansion of 
airports in Sandakan and Kota Baru, as well as maintenance and 
upgrading of roads, bridges, ports, and railways would help boost 
the demand for steel products and generate positive outlook for 
the local steel industry.  
 
On the steel industry consolidation, Dato’ Lim informed that  
consolidation would likely lead to higher productivity amongst 
the industry players, allow industry players to consolidate for 
stronger financial position, develop higher grade of steel 
products and enable the consolidated entities to capture a wider 
global market reach.   
 
In conjunction with the trade forum, Dr. Ong also unveiled the 
latest MISIF website.  The new website went live since 26 August 
2019 and is designed with a fresh new look and user-friendly 
navigation, updated with the latest information about MISIF 

Dr. Ong Kian Ming delivering 
his keynote address at the trade 
forum. 

(L-R) Mr. Toru Nishizaka, Chief Regional Officer, The Japan Iron & Steel Federation (JISF), Mr. Chai Kung Fee, Senior 
Operations Manager, Bahru Stainless Sdn Bhd, Mr. Keith Tan, Senior Managing Editor, Steel and Scrap, S&P Global 
Platts, Mr. Tan Ah Yong, SEAISI, Tan Sri Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, MISIF Immediate Past President, Mr. Chow Chong 
Long, MISIF Honorary Past President, Dato’ Lim Hong Thye, MISIF President, Pn. Aedreena Reeza Alwi, Director, 
Sectoral Policy II, Ministry of International Trade and Industry Malaysia (MITI), Mr. Mark Lim, MISIF Deputy 
President I, Mr. Jarrod Lim, Chief Executive Officer, Malaysia Steel Institute (MSI), Mr. Henry Law, Managing Partner, 
Eigis Consulting, En. Roshan Abdullah, MISIF Deputy President II. 
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 members and the industry.   
 
The new website is aimed to provide a 
new platform for MISIF members to 
promote their business besides 
dissemination of information on latest 
news and industry insights.  Do visit our 
site at www.misif.org.my. 
 
MISIF wishes to acknowledge the 
contributions  of the following sponsors  
for the Trade Forum,  new MISIF 
website and MISIF Annual Dinner: 
 
Titanium Sponsors 
● Ann Joo Steel Berhad 
● CSC Steel Sdn Bhd 
● Hiap Teck Venture Berhad 

 
Platinum Sponsors 
● Bahru Stainless Sdn Bhd 
● Southern Steel Berhad  

 
Gold Sponsors 
● Eonmetall Group Berhad 
● Mycron Steel CRC Sdn Bhd 
● NS BlueScope Malaysia Sdn Bhd  
● Tenaga Nasional Berhad 
 
Grand Lucky Draw Sponsor 
Ann Joo Steel Berhad 
 
Forum Lunch and Bag Sponsor 
Schaefer Systems International  Sdn 
Bhd 
 

MISIF 2019 Steel Industry Annual Dinner 
MISIF celebrated the 2019 Steel Industry Annual Dinner on 24 October 2019 at Sunway Resort 

Hotel & Spa, Bandar Sunway, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.  A total of 580 guests including  officers 

from various government Ministries, MISIF members, their suppliers and associates attended 

the dinner function. 

 

Guest-of-Honor for the evening was Tuan Hj Khalid Abdul Samad, Minister of Federal 

Territories. 

 

Dato’ Lim Hong Thye in his welcoming address, highlighted that in strengthening a more 

robust and competitive sector and spearheading the growth of the industry, working with the 

Government, namely Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) and other agencies 

such as Malaysia Steel Institute (MSI), Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA), 

CIDB, SIRIM was essential. He said that MISIF would continuously engage with the 

Government to take steps to safeguard the industry from negative supply conundrum that 

hinder the domestic and export potentials. 

 

In moving forward, Dato’ Lim viewed that the determination and earnestness of the steel 

industry to continue to play important contributor to the Malaysian economy was reflected in 

the commitment of the White Paper for Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry.  As MISIF 

represents the entire value chain of the steel industry, he said MISIF members were duty 

bound in value-adding as well as to ensure the sustainability of the industry’s presence locally, 

regionally and internationally. Various representatives from sectoral groups participated 

actively alongside with other steel-related associations in the White Paper agenda.  The 

President hoped this agenda would be the cornerstone of success by redirecting strategic 

policies for the  steel industry to be as one that is sustainable, progressive and robust. 

 

Dato’ Lim said that the need for unison becomes apparent because of the fundamental issues 

impacting the industry - be it domestic structural concerns, global trade matters, quality 

standards, sustainability.  He informed that for more than three decades, MISIF had drawn its 

strength and tenacity to maintain the industries across the spectrum and value chain to defy 

these challenges to remain forceful as a Federation. While the MISIF Council’s role was vital to 

weigh and to preserve and promote the interests of members, he encouraged other industry 

players to consider joining MISIF. MISIF served the iron and 

steel industry as a whole and greater participation from 

industry would only serve to strengthen its effectiveness. 

 

Besides enjoying an eight-course dinner, guests were 

entertained by stand-up comedian, Mr. Kavin Jayaram. 

 

▲  Tuan Haji Khalid Abdul Samad and Dr. Zaitun Abu Bakar 
joining MISIF Council Members at the cake cutting ceremony. 
 
► Mr. Victor Hii is the lucky grand prize winner of  a Samsung 
Galaxy S10+ sponsored by Ann Joo Steel Berhad. 

http://www.misif.org.my

