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Courtesy Call on the MITI Deputy 
Minister  
MISIF representatives, led by its President Dato’ Lim 

Hong Thye, paid a call on YB Dr. Ong Kian Ming, MITI 

Deputy Minister on 2 August 2018.   

 
Dato’ Lim Hong Thye briefed YB Dr Ong on the roles and 

function of MISIF, and highlighted the major challenges 

facing the steel industry. 

 

The meeting also briefly discussed the priorities in 

strengthening the domestic industry, including 

enhancing its competitiveness and future plans to 

accelerate the growth of the industry. 

 
MISIF also paid a courtesy visit on Datuk Isham Ishak, the 

new MITI Secretary General on 1 August 2018.  Datuk 

Isham was briefed on the latest development in the 

Malaysian steel industry. During the meeting, Datuk 

Isham added that the steel industry is strategic to the 

nation for national security besides its economic 

contribution to the Malaysian economy.  In this relation, 

he looked forward to enhance engagements between 

MITI AND MISIF. 

▲ MISIF Council 

Members with YB Dr. 

Ong Kian Ming 

◄ Dato’ Lim Hong Thye 

presenting a memento to 

Datuk Isham Ishak.  

Looking on are MISIF 

Council Members. 
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MISIF Dialogues with TNB  
MISIF held a dialogue session with Tenaga 
Nasional Berhad (TNB) on 2 August 2018 at 
Grand BlueWave Hotel, Shah Alam.   
 
The dialogue session was held specifically 
for MISIF members to seek clarifications on 
electricity tariffs and regulations.  
 
The session was chaired by Datuk Ir. Mohd 
Azim, General Manager (Commercial Unit 
& Regulatory Economics & Planning 
Division (REAP), Customer Care & Business 
Development (CCBD), TNB and co-chaired 
by Mr. Cheong Khai Kong, MISIF Vice 
President III and Chairman of MISIF Energy 
and Utilities Committee. 
 
TNB provided a briefing on “Overview of 
Electricity Tariff under Incentive Based 
Regulation (IBR)”.  Mr. Cheong Khai Kong, 
led the discussion on the impact of energy 

cost to the steel industry. 
 
At the end of the discussion, TNB agreed to 
consider all suggestions raised by MISIF 
and its members during the meeting and 
would channeled the issues to the relevant 
departments for consideration.   

 

Courtesy Visit on YB Yeo 
Bee Yin  
MISIF President, Dato’ Lim Hong Thye led 

the MISIF delegation for a courtesy call on 

YB Pn Yeo Bee Yin, Minister of Energy, 

Science, Technology, Environment and 

Climate Change (MESTECC).  The session 

was held on 4 September 2018 at 

MESTECC, Putrajaya. 
 

During the meeting, MISIF highlighted the 

key challenges facing the iron and steel 

industry; the main being the energy cost 

issue.  The discussion with YB Yeo has led 

to several propositions as solutioning to the 

several challenges faced by the industry 

players. 

 

MISIF-USM Training 
Course 
MISIF organized a two-day training course 

on "Introduction to Steelmaking" on 13-14 

August 2018 at Dorsett Grand Subang, 

Subang Jaya, Selangor. This training course 

was supported by the South East Asia Iron 

and Steel Institute (SEAISI). 

 

The course was conducted by 

Associate Professor Ahmad Badri 

Ismail and Dr. Sheikh Abdul Rezan 

Sheikh Abdul Hamid from School 

of Materials & Mineral Resources 

Engineering, Universiti Sains 

Malaysia (USM).  

 

This course was an introductory 

journey for participants to 

enhance their technical 

background in metallurgical 

engineering. It is hoped after 

taking this course, the participants 

would understand the technical 

aspects of steel manufacturing, 

properties and applications. Upon 

the completion of this course, 

participants would be able to 

understand the basics of 

steelmaking and how the ore to 

final products affects the steel 

quality, explain basic operational 

principles during steelmaking, 

compare and contrast different iron 

making and steelmaking 

techniques and also identify 

problems arising from steelmaking 

process and how to address it.  

 

A total of 15 participants from 

various steel related companies and 
government agencies attended the 

course. 

 

MOF Budget 2019 
Dialogue Session  
MISIF President, Dato’ Lim Hong 
Thye, attended the dialogue session 
with the Minister of Finance held on 
12 July 2018. 

 
MISIF submitted a memorandum for 
the Budget 2019, which covered the 
following proposals: 

 to review duty drawback 
mechanism; 

 incentives to encourage consolidation 
of domestic steel industry; 

 mitigate rising energy costs 
(electricity and natural gas); 

 utilization or buy made-in-Malaysia 
products/materials in Government 
projects; 

 One-Belt-One Road (OBOR) Initiative 
and its benefit to local producers; 

 Industry 4.0 – way forward for the 
Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry; 

 usage of Industrial Building System 
(IBS) in public and private 
construction; 

 comprehensive review on HR policies, 
regulations and procedures; 

 GST administration/refund. 
 

 

 

MISIF members at the dialogue session with TNB. 

 

 

MISIF Council Members with YB Pn. Yeo Bee Yin. 

 

 

Course participants with Associate Professor Ahmad Badri 

Ismail and Dr. Sheikh Abdul Rezan . 
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13th MISIF Conference on Status & Outlook of the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 
The MISIF 13th Conference on Status and 

Outlook of the Malaysian Iron and Steel 

Industry on “Forging Ahead in Challenging 

Times” was held on 27 September 2018 at 

the Dorsett Grand Subang Hotel, Subang 

Jaya, Selangor.  

 

YB Dr. Ong Kian Ming, Deputy Minister, 

Ministry of International Trade & Industry 

officiated the conference.  The event 

brought together all stakeholders and to 

inform and update on the status, 

development and challenges of the 

Malaysian iron and steel Industry. This 

conference was timely and of strategic 

importance as the industry navigate 

through the current domestic and global 

business landscape.  

 

MISIF President Dato’ Lim Hong Thye in his 

welcoming remarks  expressed that despite 

all the issues and challenges faced, he 

hoped that the government took 

cognizance of industry’s future vital for the 

nation’s security and economic 

development in many linkages and across 

many economic sub-sectors.  

 

The President hoped that the government 

could consider the MISIF’s wish list which 

was submitted at the 2019 Budget 

Stakeholders’ Consultation session chaired 

by the Minister of Finance in July 2018.  

 

Dato’ Lim highlighted that the steel industry 

and the Government shared the same 

aspiration that industry consolidation was 

the key in enhancing competitiveness and 

creating a sustainable steel industry for 

development of Malaysia.  

 

The President further suggested that the 

government should place more emphasis 

on the policy of “Buy Malaysian Products 

First” and the administration of investment 

conditions that were already in place, to 

ensure that existing players in the entire 

value chain – upstream, midstream and 

downstream as well as other users in the 

entire sector that utilize steel as inputs – 

were not left behind but move forward in 

tandem.  

 

The President  believed that the Fourth 

Industrial Master Plan (IMP4) would be 

crucial for improving the performance of the 

steel industry and, more importantly, in 

renewing the confidence of future investors. 

He envisaged that IMP4 to re-

focus on the overall 

manufacturing sector to 

reposition the whole value-chain 

of the manufacturing industry as 

the driving force and strong pillar 

of the nation’s economy.  

 

In relation to this, he reiterated 

that MISIF is ready to work 

collectively and engage with MITI 

in the consultative process of 

mapping out the future path of 

the whole-value chain of the 

steel industry.  

 
Dr.  Ong Kian Ming, in his 
speech, said that the 
Government is concern on the 
trade conflict between US and 
China and the impact to the 
economy. In terms of trade 
diversion and possible surge of 
imports into Malaysia, the 
government is monitoring the 
development and would take 
appropriate steps to mitigate 
any negative impacts. Dr Ong 
said that Government was 
monitoring transhipment and re-
export activities to ensure only 
genuine activities were carried 
out and not fraudulently declared 
as originating from Malaysia.  
 

The Deputy MITI Minister urged 

domestic steel producers to 

diversify and move from being 

construction-centric steel 

producers towards producing 

specialty steel and higher value 

added steel with high impact 

growth catering to other 

economic sub-sectors such as 

automotive, electrical & 

electronics, machinery & 

equipment and oil & gas. 

 
Moving forward, Dr. Ong said that 
the Government has urged the industry to 
consider consolidation, mergers and 
acquisitions as well as partnerships with 
strategic parties. 

 

Dr. Ong viewed that the entire domestic 

steel industry must be strengthened – 

upstream, midstream and downstream. He 

said that the Government had previously 

announced measures for progressive 

liberalisation to improve the industry’s 

competitiveness throughout the entire 

value chain. Therefore, upstream and 

midstream manufacturers must work 

closely with downstream manufacturers in 

moving ahead with this progressive 

liberalisation.  

 

He viewed that the manufacturing sector in 

Malaysia must progress in tandem with 

efforts to raise competitiveness and 

Dr. Ong Kian Ming with MISIF President Dato’ Lim 

Hong Thye on his right and Organizing Committee 

Chairman/MISIF Deputy President I En. Azlan 

Abdullah on his left.  Standing from left to right are Mr. 

Ng Kian Hin (MISIF Council Member), Mr. Frankie Wee 

(MISIF CEO), Mr. Mark Lim (MISIF Deputy President 

II), Mr. Cheong Khai Kong (MISIF Vice President), En. 

Ahmad Khairuddin Abdul Rahim, (Executive Director, 

Manufacturing Development -Resource, Malaysian 

Investment Development Authority (MIDA)), Pn. 

Aedreena Reeza Alwi, (Director, Sectoral Policy II, 

MITI), Mr. Chow Chong Long (MISIF Honorary Past 

President), Dato’ Lawrence Lim (MISIF Council 

Member), Mr. Oswald Wolfe (MISIF Vice President) and 

Mr. Wong Tiang Sing (Deputy Director, Machinery & 

Metals Division, MIDA) 

 

 
 

 

Adopting the theme, “Forging Ahead in Challenging 

Times”, the conference brought together 230 

participants and guests from the financial sector, capital 

market, manufacturers and government. 
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embrace modernisation in all sectors. The 

Government would provide conducive 

business environment, enablers and 

relevant policies for companies to improve, 

be more competitive and adopt latest 

megatrends such as Industry 4.0.  

 

The papers presented at the conference 

were as follows: 

 “The Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 

Outlook 2018/2019” by Mr. Henry Law, 

Managing Partner, Eigis Consulting 

Group; 

 “Trade Wars, China’s Supply-Side 

Reforms and Their Impact on Asian Steel 

Markets” by Mr. Keith Tan, Senior 

Managing Editor, Steel and Raw 

Materials, S&P Global Platts; 

  “Innovation and Development of the 

Chinese Steel Industry” by Mr. Jim Su 

Chang Yong, Director, International 

Co. Dept., China Iron and Steel 

Association;  

  “Industry 4.0 and the Malaysian Iron 

and Steel Industry” by Mr. Antonio 

Gayo, Head of Digital Transformation, 

Acerinox S.A. 

 

Thank You 
MISIF wishes to take the opportunity to 

acknowledge the support and cooperation 

towards the 13th MISIF Conference, the 

publication of the 13th Report as well as the 

2018 Steel Industry Annual Dinner. Our 

heartfelt thanks to the following:  

 

Titanium Sponsors 

 Ann Joo Steel Berhad; 

 CSC Steel Sdn Bhd; 

 Hiap Teck Venture Berhad; 

 Southern Steel Berhad.  

 

Platinum Sponsors 

 NS BlueScope Malaysia Sdn Bhd; 

 POSCO-MALAYSIA.  

 

Gold Sponsors 

 Bahru Stainless Sdn Bhd; 

 Chong Lek Engineering Works Sdn Bhd; 

 Eonmetall Group Berhad; 

 Hoto Stainless Steel Industries Sdn Bhd; 

 Mycron Steel Berhad; 

 Tenaga Nasional Berhad.  

 

Conference Bag Sponsor 

Starshine Group of Companies 

 

Conference Lunch Sponsor 

Schaefer Systems International Sdn Bhd  

 

In conjunction with the Conference, MISIF took the opportunity to unveil MISIF’s 

latest Report on Status and Outlook of the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 

2018/2019. Dr. Ong Kian Ming officiated the conference and launched the 13th MISIF 

Report on Status and Outlook of the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 2018/19. 
 

 

MISIF 13TH Report  
For the thirteenth-consecutive time, 
this well-documented report is a 
valuable referral document on the 
performance and prospects of the 
Malaysian iron and steel industry.  
 
The report, an update of the Malaysian 
iron and steel industry is available now 
for sale at RM500 per copy.   For 
purchase of copies, kindly contact the 
MISIF Secretariat at 603-55133970 or 
enquiry@misif.org.my 
 
  

 

The Industry Experts Panel Discussion on “Malaysian Iron & Steel Industry – Forging 

Ahead in Challenging Times”, concluded the conference and there were active 

participation and frank debates on all the issues facing the industry.  This discussion 

provided a platform to stimulate reality checks, created new thinking and ideas and more 

importantly generate forward-looking and pragmatic solutions on some of these core 

issues and challenges. More importantly, it allowed MISIF to balance the interests and 

needs of members collectively to forge ahead with renewed dynamism and newfound 

pathways during challenging times.  
 

 

mailto:enquiry@misif.org.my
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2018 Steel Industry Annual 
Dinner 
MISIF successfully held the 2018 Industry 

Annual Dinner in conjunction with the 13th 

Conference on Status and Outlook of the 

Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry on 27 

September 2018 at the Dorsett Grand 

Subang Hotel, Subang Jaya, Selangor.  

 
MISIF had the honour of   Yang Berbahagia 
Datin K. Talagavathi, Deputy Secretary 
General (Industry) of the Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry, as the 
Guest-of-Honour f0r the evening.  
 

The dinner gathering was well attended by 

over 600 guests representing a wide range 

of senior officials from the public sector, and 

members from the whole value chain of the 

iron and steel industry. This was a clear 

indication of the value that MISIF placed as 

an industry and it was also an opportunity to 

renew friendships and getting to know the 

new members.  

 

The dinner event was also an ideal occasion 

to reflect on the years the steel industry had 

sustained, and to look what was ahead of us 

as we forge ahead. MISIF President, Dato’ 

Lim Hong Thye in his welcoming remarks 

highlighted that the industry operated in a 

highly changeable environment, but had 

shaped it selves to be an economic enabler 

by riding against the waves of challenges as 

the industry continued to be confronted by 

multifaceted domestic and structural issues.   

 

As mentioned in his 13th Conference speech, 

Dato’ Lim reiterated that the steel industry 

and the Government shared the same 

aspiration that industry consolidation was 

key in enhancing competitiveness and 

creating a sustainable steel industry for 

development of Malaysia. He also informed 

that MISIF had provided the relevant inputs 

to the Government pertaining to this, and 

hoped that the Government could seriously 

consider and expedite the process by 

providing the incentives, either in the form 

of tax relief or tax allowances, and 

relocation incentives. 

 

Dato’ Lim viewed that other supporting 

policies during the transitionary period was 

an important enabler in achieving national 

development goals. He said that MISIF is 

grateful to the Government for having been 

responsive to some of the industry’s 

concerns and plights, and hoped to garner 

similar backing as we prepared for a more 

challenging different future.  

In relation to this, Dato’ Lim informed that 

in the rolling out of the 4th Industrial Master 

Plan (IMP4), MISIF looked forward with 

optimism for extensive dialogues and 

comprehensive deliberations between 

government and the industry.  Hence the 

President urged more active participation 

from every level of the steel industry value 

chain.  

 

Dato’ Lim also informed that it had been a 

great honour for him to serve as the 

President of MISIF starting from May this 

year. He viewed that support and dedication 

of the Council, members of working groups, 

various sectoral groups and the general 

membership, and the Secretariat Office 

MISIF President Dato’ Lim Hong Thye with Guest-of-Honour Datin Talagavathi 
 

Datin Talagavathi with Dato’ Lim Hong Thye and Mr. Chow Chong Long at the 

cake cutting ceremony.  Joining the occasion are MISIF Council Members and VIP 

guests. 
 

 

MISIF President delivering his 

welcoming remarks. 
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were crucial for the many tasks which the 

industry set to forge ahead.  

 

Dato’ Lim further informed that the ability 

to continue to host such a meaningful get-

together for many years had been 

strengthened by ongoing generous support 

of many. In particular, he thanked all the 

sponsors that help finance the conference, 

status report and dinner events. He also said 

that MISIF hoped to build endowment from 

such gathering which would enable MISIF to 

continue to serve the industry in perpetuity.   

 

Dato’ Lim also extended his appreciation to 

the Organising Committee helmed by En. 

Azlan Abdullah and his team comprising of 

several Council Members, company 

representatives and the Secretariat staff.  

 

Yang Berbahagia Datin Talagavathi in her 

speech,  touched on Industry 4.0, an 

important trend affecting business models  

today.  She informed that the changing 

landscape of the manufacturing sector and 

related services due to the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution paved the way for Industry 4.0 

adoption in firms, boasting immense 

benefits in terms of  reducing cost, 

increasing cost, offering product variations 

and delivering faster to the market. 

 

Datin Talagavathi viewed that it was timely 

for MISIF members to react upon 

Government’s calling to transform 

businesses towards 4.0 

 

Datin Talagavathi said that the industry 

must now adjust its work processes to this 

policy, to ensure competitiveness and 

sustainability.  It was the Government’s 

hope that the industry would quickly 

embarked on 4.0 journey with the 

government, so that together would be able 

to ensure that Malaysia’s manufactacturing 

sector remained resilient, and was able to 

produce high-tech products and services for 

the domestic and the global markets. This 

could definitely add value to the domestic 

steel production process and developments 

of the industry. 

 

Datin Talagavathi also informed that the 

Government would take a proactive role 

towards creating an enabling ecosystem for 

the overall growth of the manufacturing 

industry.  With this end in mind, she 

informed that the Government of Malaysia 

was taking steps to introduce enabling 

policies which would put Malaysia as an 

attractive prospect for high-technology and 

high-value-added industries in the region. 

 

Datin Talagavathi further informed that the 

National Policy on Industry 4.0 had been 

finalized and would be launched very soon.  

The policy outlined the role of the 

Government as an enabler in driving the 

digital transformation in the manufacturing 

sector and related services, not limited to 

only encouraging adoption, but also 

enhancing innovative capabilities in 

creating home-grown technologies, 

products and services. 

 

In Recognition… 
In conjunction with the dinner, MISIF also 

honoured two Past Presidents of MISIF for 

their outstanding dedication, services and 

exemplary leadership to the Federation 

during their respective tenure. The two 

distinguished individuals were Dato’ Soh 

Thian Lai and Mr. Chow Chong Long. They 

had served MISIF with distinction and 

contributed immensely to its well-being and 

therefore rightly deserve the recognition. 

They had been an inspiration to many in the 

iron and steel fraternity to continue to excel 

for the betterment of the industry and the 

nation.  

 

.   

 

 

  

En. Mohd Hamim Imam Mustain, Section Head, Industrial, Consumer 

Certification & Inspection Section   of SIRIM QAS International is the Grand 

Lucky Prize winner of a Samsung S9+ sponsored by Ann Joo Resources Berhad 
 

Dato’ Soh Thian Lai and Mr Chow Chong Long with their appreciation 

plaques.  With them are Dato’ Lim Hong Thye, Datin Talagavathi and Mr. 

Frankie Wee. 
 

 


