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Berita     
A Quarterly Newsletter of Malaysian Iron & Steel Industry Federation 

12th Conference on Status of the Steel Industry 
To update industry stakeholders on the 
status, development and challenges of the 
Malaysian steel industry, MISIF organized 
the 12th Conference on Status & Outlook of 
the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry on 13 
October 2016 in Hilton PJ, Petaling Jaya. 
 
Promoting the theme “Towards 
Competitive and Sustainable Steel Industry 
in Malaysia”, this biennial conference was 
officiated by YB Datuk Haji Ahmad bin Haji 
Maslan, Deputy Minister (Industry) of 
International Trade and Industry who also 
launched the 12th Report on Status and 
Outlook of the Malaysian Iron 
and Steel Industry 2016/17. 
 
The Deputy Minister, in his 
address, urged industry 
players to seriously reflect on 
the need for an industry 
consolidation in this 
challenging time to ensure the 
industry remain resilient, 
competitive and sustainable. 

Apart from mergers and 
acquisitions, Datuk Ahmad Maslan 
viewed that the industry could 
consider domestic partnership for 
potential joint ventures to realign 
production to meet demand in 
both domestic and export markets.  
 
The Deputy Minister also said that the 
industry must move towards producing 
higher value added products that meet 
other catalytic and growth sectors such 
as electrical and electronics, ICT 
manufacturing, machinery and 
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Happy New Year 2017 
from all of us @ MISIF 

 ▲ Datuk Ahmad Maslan launching the 12th MISIF Report on 
Status and Outlook of the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 
2016/2017.  Looking on are En. Azlan Abdullah, Dato’ Soh 
Thian Lai, Mr. Pongsak Padungkarn, Mr. Chow Chong Long 
and Dato’ Lim Hong Thye. 
◄ About 200 participants attended the MISIF conference.   
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engineering, automotive, chemical, medical 
devices and aerospace.  He viewed that 
meeting the needs of these sectors required 
capital and technological upgrades, which 
could be materialised through joint-ventures 
with established and experience foreign 
steelmakers. Technical cooperation and 
continuous improvement were crucial for 
the local industry to remain competitive and 
relevant to meet market demands and help 
to reduce production costs in the long run. 
 
The Deputy Minister also urged the local 
steel players to take advantage of the open 
regional markets resulting from the ASEAN 
economic integration, Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Agreement (TPP), Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (RCEP) as well as other Free 
Trade Agreements and make Malaysia as a 
regional production hub in producing quality 
and speciality steel for the regional market.   
 
Datuk Ahmad Maslan added that the 
Government would play its role to support 
the industry in terms of formulating suitable 
industry related policies as well as 
promoting a conducive industrial 
ecosystem. Hence, the Deputy Minister 
viewed that the conference was an essential 
platform for the industry to discuss 
recommendations to both the Government 
and the industry, as part of the shared 
responsibility approach. 
 
The Deputy Minister in his concluding 
remarks viewed it was essential for the iron 
and steel industry to remain competitive and 
resilient in facing the global challenges, as it 
played a significant role in supporting other 
important sectors.  
 

The papers presented at the conference: 
• “Status and Outlook of the Malaysian 

Steel Industry” (Mr. Frank Mizuno, 
Consultant); 

• “Major Conclusions of the 2016 SEAISI 
Conference & Exhibition” (Mr. Tan Ah   
Yong, Secretary General, South East 
Asia Iron And Steel Institute); 

• “Lessons Learned: Trade Liberalisation vs 
Trade Actions” (Mr. Jason Teoh, M/S 
Jason Teoh & Partners); 

• “Status on Challenges and Prospects of 
the Malaysian Construction Industry” (En. 
Megat Kamil Azmi Megat Rus Kamarani, 
Senior General Manager  
Operations Sector, Construction 
Industry Development Board Malaysia); 

•  “Perspective From China on Global Iron 
and Steel Industry” (Mr. Tiger Huang, 
Hatch Consulting China, China);  

• “Perspective from Japan on Global Iron 
and Steel Industry” (Mr. Toru Nishizaka, 
South East Asia Regional Office, The 
Japan Iron And Steel Federation). 
 

For the second time in this conference, MISIF 
continued with the tradition of including the 
“CEO Panel Discussion”. Dato’ Soh Thian Lai 
and En. Azlan Abdullah (moderator) joined Mr. 
Oswald Wolfe (Bahru Stainless Sdn Bhd), Mr. 
Pongsak Padungkarn (NS BlueScope 
Malaysia Sdn Bhd) and Mr. Charles Lee 
(Kiswire Sdn Bhd) to share candid viewpoints 
on the foreign companies operations in 
Malaysia. The discussion gave a foreigners’ 
insight on their Malaysian operations and the 
challenges they faced domestically and 
globally. 
 
MISIF wishes to take the opportunity to 
acknowledge the contributions of key 
sponsors of the 12th Conference, 12th Report 

and the MISIF 35th Anniversary dinner. Our 
heartfelt thanks to the titanium sponsors: 
• Ann Joo Steel Berhad 
• CSC Steel Sdn Bhd, 
• Hiap Teck Venture Berhad, 
• NS BlueScope Malaysia Sdn Bhd, 
• Southern Steel Berhad and 
• YKGI Holdings Berhad 

 
As well as the platinum sponsor (Mycron Steel 
Berhad), gold sponsors (Bahru Stainless Sdn 
Bhd and Leader Steel Sdn Bhd) and many 
other sponsors, supporters and well-wishers.  
 
Participants to the conference were provided 
with the “12th Report on Status & Outlook of 
the Malaysian Iron and Steel Industry 
2016/17” prepared by MISIF on the 
performance of the iron and steel industry.   
 
For the second consecutive time in a row, 
MISIF decided to hold the conference and 
annual dinner on the same day.   The events 
had been made more significant as it 
coincided with the 35th Anniversary of 
MISIF. 

En Azlan Abdullah (center) moderating the CEO Panel Discussion. From L to R: Mr. Charles 
Lee, Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, En. Azlan, Mr. Pongsak Padungkarn and Mr. Oswald Wolfe.  

Datuk Ahmad Maslan addressing the 
conference guests and participants. 

Mr. Jaswant Singh, Executive Director of 
Investment Ecosystem, MIDA stressing his 
views during the Q & A session. 
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Celebrating MISIF’s 35th Anniversary 
To celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the 
Federation, MISIF held a dinner on 13 October 
2016 in the Kristal Ballroom, Hilton PJ, 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor. A total of 620 guests 
including officers from various government 
Ministries, MISIF members, their suppliers 
and associates attended the dinner function. 
 
Guest of Honor for the evening was YB Dato’ 
Seri Ong Ka Chuan, Second Minister of 
International Trade and Industry, Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI). 
 
MISIF President Dato’ Soh Thian Lai in his 
welcome address thanked everyone for their 
unwavering support and attendance despite 
the prevailing tough and uncertain business 
environment.  Dato’ Soh mentioned that over 
the last 35 years, MISIF had indeed made 
many milestones and noteworthy 
contributions.  All the achievements would 
not have been possible if not for the great 
dedication and undivided support of all 
representatives and companies represented 
in the Federation and who had firmly and 
steadfastly stood by MISIF during the good 
and bad times.  Hence, Dato’ Soh recorded his 
deepest appreciation to all past and present 
members, leaders and representatives of 
MISIF for the wholehearted support, 
contributions and valuable services in various 
capacities rendered throughout the last 35 
years of MISIF’s existence. 
 
Dato’ Soh highlighted that as a strategic 
industry, the steel industry faced many 
challenges. The industry was confronted with 
global economic slowdown, shrinking steel 
demand, rising material and energy costs, 
continuing global over-supply, increased 
trade-restrictive measures and 
protectionism, price volatility, unsustainable 
declining profit margins, environmental and 
climate change policies, and many more.  
 
In preparing the MISIF 12th report, Dato’ Soh 
informed that industry leaders had generally 
made known that a clear direction was 
required in order to make the industry 
strategic, stable/sustainable, attractive and 
competitive to survive domestically and 
globally: 
• China must make progress on its 

commitments to reduce excess capacity, 
remove export tax rebates and exercise 
voluntary restraint on steel exports; 

• The Malaysian Government should push 
for compliance with the “Buy Malaysia 1st 
Policy”, review/reduce industry 

operating costs especially for 
utilities, limit unfair imports 
including moving rapidly to curtail or 
prevent import circumvention and 
dumping of products into the 
country and foster and support a 
dialogue to encourage and promote 
the consolidation of the industry; 

• The Malaysian steel industry should 
continue to aggressively pursue 
avenues to improve products and 
enhance efficiency including: pursue 
new techniques and approaches - 
move to Industrialised Building 
Systems (IBS), enhance supply 
chains, cooperate more across the 
industry: 
§ Pursue investment and 

production approaches that 
improve efficiency and product 
quality; 

§ Pursue development of new 
and innovative products to 
foster and support new 
industrial sectors; 

§ Pursue consolidation in order to 
reduce unneeded capacity and 
improve operations efficiency. 

• Finally, foreign steel producers could 
contribute to the development of the 
Malaysian steel industry by following 
trade rules and pursuing investment 
including joint ventures and mergers 
and acquisitions in the industry. 
 

Dato’ Soh viewed that the end result from 
these actions was likely to be a cost-
efficient, smaller Malaysian steel industry 
with a smaller capacity and reduced 
number of firms.   
 
Dato’ Seri Ong Ka Chuan in his address 
said that the Government and the industry 
had adopted the “shared responsibility” 
approach to seek solutions and 
continuous improvements in order to 
ensure the industry remains relevant, 
resilient, competitive and strong in facing 
current and future challenges. 
 
Dato’ Seri Ong added that the last few 
years had been very challenging for the 
domestic iron and steel industry, 
especially due to the influx of imports.  
Based on feedback and regular 
engagements, he said the Government 
had made several policy changes and 
improvements to assist the industry, such 
as maintaining the import duty of 15% on 

Dato’ Soh Thian Lai presenting a token of 
appreciation to Dato’ Seri Ong Ka Chuan 

Mr. Wesley Yeong of Hoto Stainless Steel is the 
1st prize lucky draw winner of a 40” smart LED 
television. 

Dato’ Soh Thian Lai cutting the anniversary 
cake.    

Mr Mark Lim, MISIF Vice President I with En. 
Muhammad Razman Abu Samah,  Director, 
Sectoral Policy, MITI and Datin K. Talagavathi, 
Senior Director, Sectoral Policy, MITI 

1. UHAMMAD RAZMAN ABU 
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flat products up to 2019 and implementing 
the duty drawback facility for importation of 
raw materials to produce finished goods for 
export purposes.  The relevant Government 
agencies also stepped up their enforcement 
efforts to ensure only imports that meet the 
required standards enter the local market. 
 
The CIDB Amended Act 520 (and its 
Regulations) was also fully enforced 
beginning 1 January 2016, which among 
others provided CIDB the enforcement 
powers to ensure compliance of standards in 
the construction sector. 
 
Dato’ Seri Ong therefore urged the industry 
players to work together to strengthen the 
value chain and increase local consumption.  
He added that this would require trust, 
compromises and positive considerations by 
all parties; upstream, mid-stream and 
downstream players.  Hence, the Minister 
hoped all could work together to find a win-
win solution for the good of the industry. 
 
While the global outlook for the steel market 
still remained uncertain especially with the 
surplus of world steel production, Dato’ Seri 
Ong urged the entire iron and steel industry 
value chain to collectively reflect and 
rationalise the business in order to be 
sustainable and resilient.   
 
The Second Minister reiterated to all to 
seriously consider an industry consolidation 
as well as getting foreign partners for joint-
ventures and collaboration.  He added that 
the local steel industry must evolve its 
businesses to produce higher grade and 
higher value-added products in order to 
remain competitive and relevant.  This 
certainly required technology upgrade as well 
as consolidating some of the businesses.  
Dato’ Seri Ong also said that the industry 

could no longer rest on its laurels and hoped 
for some level of Government protection 
while industries in other countries were 
moving up the value chain. 
 
Dinner guests were served with an eight 
course Chinese dinner and entertainment was 
provided by Malaysian quick-change 
illusionist couple Avery and Sylvia who 
entered the Guinness World Records for 
making 18 costume changes in one minute.   
 
This year’s dinner also dedicated long service 
award for MISIF Secretariat Staff, Cik Rahana 
Mustaffa who have served MISIF since 2000. 
 Dialogue with SIRIM QAS 
MISIF held a dialogue session with SIRIM QAS 
on 6 October 2016 in SIRIM QAS, Shah Alam, 
Selangor.  
 
The dialogue was chaired by En. Mohd 
Azanuddin bin Salleh, the newly appointed 
Managing Director of SIRIM QAS 
International. En. Mohd Azanuddin took over 
from Puan Khalidah Mustaffa, who had 
retired. MISIF team was led by Mr. Mark Lim. 
 
A total of 36 representatives from MISIF 
attended the meeting to discuss: 
• Implementation of Malaysian Standards 

(MS) for importation of iron and steel 
products for Method 1 and 2 (Short 
Term) to be postponed to 1 August 2017; 
 

• Enforcement of COA; 
 

• Testing Fees; 
 

• Actions on Non-Compliance Products. 
 

Following the dialogue, SIRIM QAS came out 
with an announcement on the 
“Implementation of Malaysian Standard (MS) 

for Importation of Iron & Steel Products”, 
postponing the implementation date from 1 
January 2017 to 1 August 2017. The list of 
applicable MS is on Page 8. 
 ACCSQ Workshop 
MISIF was invited by CIDB to attend the 
ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standard 
and Quality (ACCSQ) Workshop on 
Understanding Technical Requirements of 
Standards in Building and Construction 
Sector on 30 October 2016 at the Grand 
Millenium Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. 
 
Mr. Chan Weng Weng of Southern Steel 
presented a paper on “Deformed Bar Standard 
and Technical Requirement in Construction 
Industry” on behalf of MISIF at the workshop.  
 
The workshop was held as preparatory steps 
prior to the 15th Task Force on Building and 
Construction (TFBC), in conjunction with the 
37th ASEAN Consultative Council for 
Standards and Quality Working Group on 
Standards and Mutual Recognition 
Arrangement (ACCSQ WG1) held from 31 
October – 4  November 2016 in Kuala Lumpur.  
 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment (NRE) is in the midst of 
preparing report for Third National 
Communication (NC3) that will be reported to 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) by the end of 
2017. Among the topics to be reported is 
based on a few chapters: Capacity Building, 
Public Awareness, Information and 
Networking.  
 
In connection to the above, members are 
invited to provide feedback and response to 
the Secretariat concerning issues related to 
the subject matters (data/information needed 
starting from year 2010 – 2016).  

Mr. Mark Lim co-chairing the dialogue session with En. Mohd Azanuddin Salleh, Managing Director of SIRIM QAS International. 
2. UHAMMAD RAZMAN ABU SAMAH,  DIRECTOR, SECTORAL POLICY, SECTORAL POLICY,  MITI 
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Construction Industry Development Board Malaysia (Amendment of Fourth Schedule) Order 2016  
MISIF in collaboration with the Construction 
Materials Division of Construction Industry 
Development Board Malaysia (CIDB) 
conducted a briefing on Lembaga 
Pembangunan Industri Pembinaan Malaysia 
(Amendment of Fourth Schedule) Order 2016 
on 21 December 2016 in the MISIF Training 
Room, Shah Alam, Selangor.  
 
Tn. Hj. Sazali Che Amat, General Manager of 
Construction Materials Division of CIDB gave 
an insightful hour-long presentation on the 
Amendment of Fourth Schedule Order 2016. 
A total of 40 participants attended the 
session. Mr. Cheng Lai Seng, MISIF Vice 
President was in attendance. Mr. Frankie 
Wee, MISIF CEO delivered the welcoming 
remarks. Also present were senior CIDB 
officers: En. Rosmen Ag Hassan, Pn. Rohana 
Abd. Manan and Pn. Nor Hamiza Zahar. 
 
The Lembaga Pembangunan Industri 
Pembinaan Malaysia (Amendment of Fourth 
Schedule) Order 2016 came into force on 1 
December 2016. 
 
 

 
Tn. Hj. Sazali Che Amat (standing) delivering 
his presentation at the briefing session. 
 MISIF Dialogues with PETRONAS on PIPC/RAPID Projects 
MISIF had the opportunity to hold dialogue 
sessions with PETRONAS recently to 
highlight the concerns and views on the 
supply of local products to the PETRONAS 
Pengerang Integrated Petroleum Complex 
(PIPC) and Refinery and Petrochemical 
Integrated Development (RAPID) projects in 
Pengerang, the implementation of the 
Government’s “Buy Malaysia First” policy as 
well as the enforcement of regulatory 
requirements on imports, including the 
compliance to mandatory standards.  
 

During the meetings, 
PETRONAS indicated its 
commitment to support “Buy 
Malaysian Products First 
Policy” and was willing to work 
closely with MISIF to jointly 
contribute to the success of 
PIPC and RAPID projects.   
 
With many members 
producing a wide variety of 
steel products, PETRONAS 
had requested MISIF for a 
members’ list and products 
manufactured for their 
reference. 
 
In order to facilitate MISIF’s further 
engagements with PETRONAS on the above 
matter, members who are keen to participate 
in supply of materials to the various projects 
under PETRONAS are requested to provide 
the Secretariat with an updated and accurate 
profile of your company.  Please contact Ms 
NG the Secretariat for further details.  

 SEAISI 2016 ASEAN Iron and Steel Sustainability Forum 
The South East Asia Iron and Steel Institute 
(SEAISI) successfully organized the 2016 
ASEAN Iron and Steel Sustainability Forum in 
Bangkok, Thailand from 14 to 16 November 
2016. The event was attended by some 170 
delegates from 16 countries.  
 
The keynote address, entitled “Steel Industrial 
Development Oriented to Industry 4.0”, was 
delivered by Mr. Chen Namchaisiri, Chairman 
of the Federation of Thai Industries. Mr. Chen 
provided an insight on Thailand’s initiatives to 
transform the country towards a value-based 
economy. The objective of industry 4.0 was to 
assist Thai industries to adapt to competitive 
pressures by increasing the technological 
base through the development and 
integration of enabling technologies, 
creativity and innovation. The key 
components of industry 4.0 included Cyber 
Physical System (CPS), Internet of things 
(IOT), integration, mass customisation and 
smart factory.  
 
Prior to the forum, the following meetings of 
the ASEAN Iron and Steel Council (AISC) and 
SEAISI were held and attended by MISIF 
representatives: 
 

• 13th Trade Promotions and Relations 
Committee (TPRCO) and 15th ASEAN 
Iron and Steel Council meetings (12 
November 2016); 

• 90th Technical Committee and 27th 
Environmental and Safety Committee 
meetings (12 November 2016); 

• 95th SEAISI Board of Directors meeting 
(13 November 2016). 

 
The ASEAN Iron and Steel Council (AISC) had 
plans to have separate dialogue sessions with 
the Vietnam Steel Association and Indian 
Steel Association in the first half of 2017. 
 
The multi-party steel dialogue between 
Government and industry representatives 
from ASEAN and China did not take place on 
15 November 2016 as proposed by AISC. AISC 
re-proposed that the meeting should be held 
coinciding with the next ASEAN-China FTA 
joint committee meeting scheduled first 
quarter 2017 in Beijing, China or during the 
annual iron and steel conference organised by 
the China Iron and Steel Association (CISA) in 
China. 
 
AISC’s visit to Cambodia had been put on hold 
until after the formation of the Cambodia Iron 
and Steel Association (CAMISA). 
 
The SEAISI Board formed a Working Group 
(WG) under its Technical Committee to focus 
on construction steel applications/innovation. 
Each national committee had been requested 
to nominate experts to participate in this WG, 
including representatives from supporting 
countries (Australia, Korea and Taiwan) and 
JISF. 

MISIF representatives with officers of PETRONAS and MSI 
posing for a group photo after the dialogue session. 

3. UHAMMAD RAZMAN ABU SAMAH,  
DIRECTOR, SECTORAL POLICY, SECTORAL 
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The Board also decided that future ASEAN 
Iron and Steel Sustainability Forum would 
concentrate on topics relating to trade and 
construction steel applications/consumption, 
and the forum duration reduced to two days 
from the current three days. Factory/field visit 
would be held in the afternoon of the second 
day. Meanwhile, safety, environment, health 
matters would be transferred to the main 
SEAISI conference, which would focus more 
on the steel industry itself such as 
steelmaking/processes and issues, yield, 
efficiency, environment, etc. 
 
The 2017 SEAISI Conference would be held in 
Resorts World Sentosa, Singapore (22-25 May 
2017) while the 2017 ASEAN Iron and Steel 
Sustainability Forum would be held in the 
Philippines (dates yet to be decided). 
 
While in Bangkok, MISIF had the first ever 
dialogue session with its Thai counterpart, the 
Thailand Iron and Steel Industry Club (TISIC). 
The MISIF delegation was led by its President, 
Dato’ Soh Thian Lai, while TISIC was led by its 
Chairman, Mr. Wikrom Vajragupta. Among 
the 17 MISIF delegates present at this 
dialogue included the following Council 
Members – Mr. Pongsak Padungkarn (Vice 
President), Mr. Oswald Wolfe, Mr. Ng Kian 
Hin, Ir. A K Woo, and CEO (Mr. Frankie Wee). 
Dato’ Chan Wah Kiang, Group Managing 
Director of Ajiya Berhad was also in 
attendance. 
 
The inaugural dialogue session was organized 
to cultivate close relationship and explore 
steel business collaboration and investment 
opportunities between members of both 
organisations. Thailand/Malaysia have a 
sizeable joint market of 100 million people. 
This should be taken advantage by both sides, 
including the iron and steel industry, by 
utilising each other’s available capacities. 
Member-companies should consider the 
supply of excess production of related 
products required by each other, including the 
supply of raw materials (slabs/HRC), 
automotive parts manufacturing, IBS 
components, etc. 
 
It was noted that there had not been any trade 
action between the two countries and that 
any trade issues should be discussed first 
between MISIF/TISIC before the undertaking 
of any trade action by members.  
 
The meeting also suggested that the dialogue 
sessions should continue on a regular basis.  

Consolidation for Malaysian Iron & Steel Industry  
MISIF was invited by the Malaysia Steel 
Institute (MSI) to participate in the conference 
entitled “Sustainable Consolidation Effort for 
Iron & Steel Industry in Malaysia on 22 
November 2016 in MITI, Kuala Lumpur.   
 
MISIF Deputy President II, Dato’ Lim Hong 
Thye represented MISIF in the Panel 
Discussion together with Dato’ Seri Tai Hean 
Leng (Vice President, Malaysia Steel 
Association (MSA)), Mr. Leong Yit Ket 
(Director of Commerce & Industry Bureau, 
Malaysia Steel & Metal Distributors’ 
Association (MSMDA) and Mr. Toru Nishizaka 
(Chief Representative, South East Asia 
Regional Office, The Japan Iron and Steel 
Industry Federation (JISF). 
 
Dato’ Seri Ong Ka Chuan, Second Minister of 
International Trade & Industry officiated the 
conference.   
In his keynote address, Dato’ Seri Ong said 
that consolidation was not a new idea to the 
world’s iron and steel industry.  He mentioned 
that the first wave hit the industry with the 
merger of steel giants Luxembourg-based 
Arcelor SA and Netherlands-based Mittal 
Steel Co in 2006. Hence, the merged entity, 
Arcelor-Mittal, controlled 10% of the world’s 
steel production, making the company the 
number one steel maker globally.  

 
In the Malaysian context, Dato’ Seri Ong said 
that the China Factor was the game-changer 
as the influx of cheaper products from China 
affected the local steel industry. 

Realizing the challenges facing the local iron 
and steel industry, Dato’ Seri Ong said that 
the Government initiated efforts to continue 
its support for the industry.  Since 2012, the 
Government had taken a shared responsibility 
approach with the stakeholders.  MITI had 
also taken various steps to increase the 
competitiveness within the industry’s value 
chain, inclusive of Upstream, Midstream and 
Downstream. 
  
Dato’ Seri Ong added that the domestic iron 
and steel industry environment was expected 
to remain challenging for a while due to the 
uncertainties driven by overcapacity and 
oversupply caused by the declining 
consumption in various parts of the world.   
 
Thus, the Second Minister informed that MITI 
mooted the Iron and Steel Industry Lab in 
October 2015, with support from PEMANDU, 
to chart the next direction for the iron and 
steel industry in Malaysia with the 
participation from the upstream, midstream, 
downstream, traders and relevant 
government ministries and agencies.   
 
The proposal for consolidation effort was one 
of the outcomes of the Lab agreed by all 
parties for the sustainability and 
competitiveness of the local iron and steel 
industry. 
 
The Minister therefore urged the industry 
players to participate fully in this effort to gain 
both greater economy of scale and remain 
competitive in the domestic market. 

Group photograph of MISIF and TISIC members who attended the inaugural 
MISIF/TISIC Dialogue session held on 14 November 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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Consolidation efforts could take the form of 
mergers and acquisitions or joint venture with 
foreign partners who have the technology.  
 
The consolidation exercise was expected to 
not only held reduce costs, but also increase 
product quality, help the industry become 
more environment friendly and enable local 
firms to compete internationally. 
 
MSI therefore would assumed the role as the 
facilitator to analyze and evaluate the local 
industry’s consolidation prospects.  MSI 
would be in touch with all associations to gain 
further insights and feedback on the 
consolidation effort.  Companies interested in 
looking at options are welcome to get in touch 
with MSI. 
 
In his concluding remark, the Second MITI 
Minister assured that the Government 
remained committed to support, where 
possible, the local iron and steel industry. 
  Seminar on Awareness on Construction Materials Quality – Act 520 (Amendment 2011) 
The Construction Materials Division of 
Construction Industry Development Board 
Malaysia (CIDB) held a seminar on 
“Awareness on Construction Materials 
Quality – Act 520 (Amendment 2011)” on 28 
November 2016 at Grand Seasons Hotel, 
Kuala Lumpur.  
 
The seminar was held to create awareness on 
the quality of construction materials among 
the contractors and suppliers.  
 
Pn. Nor Hamiza Zahar, Manager of Unit Kawal 
Selia Bahan Binaan Tempatan, CIDB 
presented a paper on “Policy on Regulating 
Construction Material Related to CIDB Act”.    
 
The second presentation titled “Importation 
Process & PPS Import” was delivered by Cik 
Rashimah Adenan, Manager of Unit Kawal 
Selia Bahan Binaan Import (Sub Unit 
Pengeluaran COA), CIDB.  
 
The CIDB Act 520 (Amendment 2011) 
empowered CIDB to the following: 

• regulate construction materials 
produced locally through certification 
process;  

• enforced construction materials listed in 
the Fourth Schedule of Act 520 
(Amendment 2011);  

• quality products must conform to 
Malaysia Standard (MS);  

• any person who ‘deal’ with uncertified 
materials should  be liable to a fine of not 
less than RM10,000 but no more than 
RM500,000; 

• Perakuan Pematuhan Standard (PPS) 
would only be issued to manufacturers 
that have Product Certification (PC) and 
PC must be issued by accredited CB 
recognized by Jabatan Standard 
Malaysia or CIDB, e.g. SIRIM, IKRAM. 

 Enforcement on MS 144:2014, MS 145:2014 & MS 146:2014 
In a statement issued on 30 September 2016, 
CIDB notified on the enforcement of MS144: 
2014, MS145:2014 and MS 146:2014 for iron 
and steel products with effect from 1 
December 2016.   
 
The enforcement was in accordance with the 
CIDB Act 520 (Amendment 2011). 

This certification process was implemented so 
as to ensure that local building materials 
listed in the Fourth Schedule of the Act was in 
compliance with the required standard 
(quality product in accordance to the specified 
standard – QPASS) thus ensuring the quality 
of building materials used in construction 
sites. The Fourth Schedule had been enforced 
on 1 December 2015 under subsection 33C (1), 
33D (1) and 33D (2) of the Act. 
 
All the listed materials under the Fourth 
Schedule of the Act were mandatorily 
required to obtain PPS from CIDB. The 
emphasis of compliance was to be in 
accordance with the Malaysian Standards 
(MS). 
 New Member - Affiliate 

Insafoam Insulation (M) Sdn Bhd 
Business Address:  Lot 11118,  
Kampung Sungai Rasau, Batu 8,  
Pulau Meranti, 47120 Puchong,  
Selangor 
 
Type of Business:  Manufacturing, 
distribution & trading of polyurethane 
pre-insulated pipes, etc. 
 

Dato’ Lim Hong Thye with Mr. Leong Yit Ket of MSMDA (on Dato’s left) and (from 
Dato’s right) Datuk N. Rajendran of MIDA, Mr. Jarrod Lim of MSI, Dato’ Seri Tai 
Hean Leng of MSA, Mr. Jeffrey Chang of MSI, Mr. Toru Nishizaka of JISF and 
participants of the conference. 
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Implementation of MS for Iron & Steel Products
SIRIM QAS informed that the importation 
of iron and steel products as stated below 
would be fully imposed with Malaysian 
Standard (MS).  This was in line with the 
objective of the implementation of COA 
procedures of which all imported products 
shall comply with MS whenever available.   

The transition period of this 
implementation is also indicated as in the 
table below.  All importers are advised to 
inform the manufacturer in country of 
origin to produce the products according 
to the MS requirements. 
 

 

MS  To Replace Importation 
Method 

Implementation 
Date 

MS 2651: 2015 – Cold-reduced steel sheet 
and strip of commercial and drawing 
qualities. 

JIS G 3141 : 2011 
MS ISO 3574 : 2009 (P) 
ISO 3574 : 2008 

 
 
 
Method 1A, 
1C, 1E & 2B 
 (Short Term)  
 
 
Method 3A & 
3B  
(Long Term) 

 
 
 
1 August 2017 
 
 
 
 
1 August 2017 

MS 2657: 2016 - Continuous hot-dip 
metallic coated steel sheet and strip - 
coatings of zinc alloyed with aluminium 
and magnesium                 

AS 1397 : 2011 
JIS G 3323:2012 

MS 2543: 2014 - Electrolytic zinc-coated 
steel sheet and strip          

JIS G 3313 : 2015 

MS 2383: 2011 - Prefinished/prepainted 
sheet metal products for interior/exterior 
building applications - Performance 
Requirements               

JIS G 3312:2012/ 
AMENDMENT 1:2013 
AS/NZS 2728 : 2013 

MS 2384: 2011 - Continuous hot-dip zinc-
coated carbon steels sheet of structural 
quality (Second Revision)    
   

AS 1397 : 2001 
AS 1397 : 2011 
JIS G 3302:2010/ 
Amendment 1:2012 

MS 2385: 2011 - Continuous hot-dip zinc-
coated carbon steels sheet of commercial 
and drawing qualities (Second Revision) 

AS 1397 : 2001 
AS 1397 : 2011 
JIS G 3302:2010/ 
Amendment 1:2012 

MS 1137:2009 - Low carbon steel wires - 
specification (First Revision) 

JIS G 3547 : 1993/ 
AMENDMENT 1 : 
2008 
JIS G 3532 : 2000 

MS EN 10025-2:2011 - Hot rolled products 
of structural steels - Part 2: Technical 
delivery conditions for non-alloy 
structural steels (Second Revision) 

JIS G 3101:  2010 

MS EN 10025-3:2011 - Hot rolled products 
of structural steels - Part 3: Technical 
delivery conditions for normalized/ 
normalized rolled weldable fine grain 
structural steels 

- 

MS EN 10025-4:2011 - Hot rolled products 
of structural steels - part 4: technical 
delivery conditions for thermomechanical 
rolled weldable fine grain structural 
steels. 

 

MS EN 10025-5:2011 - Hot rolled products 
of structural steels - part 5: technical 
delivery conditions for structural steels 
with improved atmospheric corrosion 
resistance 

- 

MS EN 10025-6:2011 - Hot rolled products 
of structural steels - part 6: Technical 
delivery conditions for flat products of 
high yield strength structural steels in the 
quenched and tempered condition 

- 

MS 2658: 2016 - Hot rolled steel floor 
plates - Specification 

Note: MS requirement 
for chequered plate. 

MS 1196: 2014 - Continuous hot-dip 
aluminium /zinc alloy- coated sheet of 
commercial, drawing and structural 
qualities 

JIS G 3321:2010/ 
Amendment 1:2012 
 

MISIF 12TH Report  
 

The report, an update of the Malaysian iron 
and steel industry is available now for sale 
at RM500 per copy.   For MISIF members, 
we are now offering a special price of 
RM250 per copy, excluding GST (50% 
discount), if purchased and payment made 
by 31 March 2017.  For purchase of copies, 
kindly contact the MISIF Secretariat at 603-
55133970 or enquiry@misif.org.my 

 
  

Import Duty Exemption on Machinery & Equipment and Raw Materials & Components 
MIDA announced in its website that all 
applications for import duty exemption which 
involve PC1, PC services, PC2, PC2A, PC2-1, SPM1 
and SPM2 need to be submitted online effective     
1 November 2016 via 
https://jpc.online.mida.gov.my/midawebpki/. 

 
MIDA would no longer accept physical copy of the 
application form which was submitted through 
courier, by hand (submission made to the counter) 
or email. 
 
Please be informed that applicant had to obtain 
digital certificate prior to the online submission. 
Therefore, applicant is advised to read through the 
user manual and follow all the steps to smoothen 
the process. Please refer to   URL:  
https://jpc.online.mida.gov.my/midawebpki/.   
For further information, please contact the Tariff 
Division of MIDA at Tel: 03 2267 3539 or 
Email: tarif@mida.gov.my. 
 

 


